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Following the death of professor Raja 
Fayad, the Arnold School of Public Health 
has created the Raja Fayad Memorial Fund 
which will be used to “continue his positive 
infl uence on students and faculty.” 
Fayad was the victim of the murder-
suicide that occurred on USC’s campus 
Feb. 5. His ex-wife, Sunghee Kwon shot the 
professor in an office before turning the 
gun on herself. This was not the fi rst time 
Kwon had visited Fayad at USC. 
Before his death, Fayad was working 
at the Center of Colon Cancer Research 
where his primary focus was on colorectal 
cancer. He began collaborating with the 
researchers at the center when he fi rst came 
to USC in 2008.
His research “held great promise 
in helping to prevent and treat disease,” 
according to the center’s offi cial statement.
Director of the Center for Colon Cancer 
Research, Frank Berger feels that he will be 
sorely missed.
“Were he able to continue with his work 
with colon cancer research,” Berger said 
in a USC interview, “he would have saved 
lives and made other lives better. He was 
an important person for the research he 
did, but he was also important because he 
was a great collaborator and had an upbeat 
personality.” 
According to the fund’s website, “family, 
colleagues and students will determine the 
exact use of the money, which will be used 
to enhance his life’s work of teaching and 
cancer research.” 
The fund accepts donations via their 
website, which can be found on the Arnold 
School of Public Health’s main page, as 
well as checks made payable to University 
Foundations.
The 2015 USC Puzzle Hunt 
began today and wil l run for 
the next two weeks. Teams will 
compete to solve a ser ies of 
puzzles in order to move on in the 
competition.
The first Puzzle Hunt was in 
2012, Christopher King’s fi rst year 
at USC. He began the competition 
and is now the founder and editor 
of the hunt. As the fourth Puzzle 
Hu nt  beg i ns ,  K i ng,  a  mat h 
student, is seeing participation at 
an all-time high.
With 48 teams registered and 
214 people in total on those teams, 
this year’s hunt has the largest 
amount of participation they have 
seen to date. 
F i ve  met apu zz le s  w i l l  b e 
released throughout the f irst 
week of the competition and each 
will link to the next day’s puzzle. 
After working their way through 
these multiple layers of puzzles 
that form clues, the winner of the 
Puzzle Hunt will eventually be led 
to a prize somewhere on USC’s 
campus.
The Puzzle Hunt welcomes both 
teams from USC and international 
and ‘remote’ teams from around 
the country to participate in their 
event. Current ly there are 18 
teams registered from USC and 
all the others are from around the 
world. Teams from California, 
the Philippines and China have 
participated.
“It’s pretty cool imagining that 
some puzzle solvers in China who 
have never stepped foot on our 
campus is trying to solve a puzzle 
that features the buildings of the 
Horseshoe is a word search,” King 
said.
Although these remote teams 
aren’t eligible for the on-campus 
prizes, they play for the fun of the 
hunt.
Inspired by MIT’s Mystery 
Hunt, the competition gives teams 
a large set of puzzles that are 
This year’s four presidential 
candidates, two vice presidential 
candidates and lone treasurer 
candidate are all male. Among 
s e v e n  p e o p le  r u n n i n g  f o r 
exec ut ive  of f ice  i n  s t udent 
government, there are no women 
that stand in the running.
The in it ia l  news came to 
Student Body President Lindsay 
Richardson as quite a shock.
“The news that there would 
not be a woman running for 
executive off ice this year did 
come as a disappointment to me 
because I believe the world would 
be a much better place overall 
if there were more women in 
leadership positions,” Richardson 
said in an email.
As of the 2014-2015 school 
year, USC had 24,180 students 
enrolled. The breakdown was 
46 percent male and 54 percent 
female. Half of the USC student 
body is made of women as well as 
approximately half of the student 
Senate. 
Yet there remain no female 
candidates on this year’s Student 
Government execut ive off ice 
election ballot. 
“While our organization has 
not put forth another woman 
as an executive offi cer, we have 
seen an increase  in  women 
being involved in the senate, 
cabinet and freshman council,” 
Richardson said.
There  were  no s t a nd-out 
candidates that emerged from 
the student government’s pool; 
however, the current Student 
Body  Pre s ident  had  hoped 
s o m e o n e  f r o m  a n  o u t s id e 
organization would step up to 
the challenge. 
A lt hough R ichardson was 
disappointed, she realizes the 
change could not happen over 
night. 
” Women i n  leader sh ip  i s 
st i l l  an unorthodox concept 
nat ionally,” Richardson said. 
“Although we have made great 
progress and have made more 
cracks to the glass ceiling, there 
is  st i l l  more progress to be 
made.”
Richardson hopes the increase 
in female leadersh ip across 
campus wi l l  carr y over into 
Student Government. 
“I believe we will start seeing 
an increase in women running 
for high offi ces in the next few 
years,” she said. “Across our 
campus, there have been women 
stepping into more leadership 
positions.”
The increase, however, can be 
seen across campus in various 
organizations throughout the 
US C  c o m mu n it y.  Ve n i s h a 
Pendergrass was just elected as 
the president of Residence Hall 
Association. Rachel Scola serves 
as the president of Carol ina 
Production’s executive board. 
Rachel Smoak is the president 
of the American Inst itute of 
Chemical Engineers.
This is not the end for women 
in leadership positions within 
USC, according to Richardson. 
“As women, we have greater 
ability and inf luence than we 
often give ourselves credit for,” 
she said. “If every woman on 
campus realized her potential, 
I can only imagine how much 
greater our Carolina would be.”
Just one game into the 
2015  col lege  ba seba l l 
s e a s o n ,  No .  5  S o u t h 
Carolina head coach Chad 
Holbrook was  a l ready 
frustrated. For whatever 
reason, his team lacked 
the fight and intensity he 
expected on opening day 
with the Gamecocks losing 
6-3 on Friday to No. 25 
College of Charleston.
W hat  a  d i f ference a 
day makes. On Saturday, 
H o l b r o o k  s a w  a  r e -
energized South Carolina 
t e a m  ( 2 - 1 )  s w e e p  a 
doubleheader to take the 
sea son open i ng  ser ie s 
against the Cougars (1-2). 
Sophomore pitcher Wil 
Crowe looked impressive 
in game one with a 7-1 
South Carolina victory, 
and freshman designated 
hitter Alex Destino made 
his mark on game two as 
South Carolina took the 
game, 8-3.
“We feel much better 
today than we felt yesterday 
at this t ime,” Holbrook 
said on Saturday. “I feel 
like we beat a really good 
Col lege of  Charleston 
team today.”
With the rubber match 
between the two team’s 
tied 3-3 late in the game, 
it was Destino that made 
t he d i f ference for  t he 
Gamecocks. Dest ino, a 
lef ty, turned on a pitch 
in the seventh inning and 
knocked it over the right 
field fence for a two-run 
home r u n to  g ive  t he 
Gamecocks the lead.
A  6 - f o o t - 2 - i n c h , 
215-pound freshman who 
also dabbles in pitching, 
Destino is known best for 
his power and prowess 
with the bat. Before even 
stepping on the diamond 
for t he f i r st  t ime as  a 
Gamecock, several people 
w e r e  a l r e a d y  s e t t i n g 
expectations for the No. 53 
best high school prospect 
i n  2014,  accord i ng  to 
Perfect Game USA.
For the Weaver v i l le , 
North Carol ina nat ive, 
hitting a go-ahead home 
r u n was  a  spec ia l  a nd 
relieving moment.
“When I kind of put that 
one out, that made me get 









Courtesy of Christopher King
Christopher King, USC’s Puzzle Hunt founder, at MIT for another puzzle hunt.
Jef f rey Dav is / T H E DA I LY G A M ECOCK
South Carolina sophomore pitcher Wil Crowe (center) tossed 6.2 innings of one run ball and struck out a career-high 10 batters 
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Shameik Blackshear, a four-star USC football recruit, was arrested in Bluffton, South 
Carolina on Friday. 
Blackshear was observed removing a purse and safe from a residence without 
permission on Feb. 7. According to police, he was given the opportunity to speak with 
offi cers but refused. After being located at Bluffton High School, he was taken into 
custody. He was charged with one count of petty theft and released on bond. The 
contents of the purse and safe were valued around $1,390. 
Coming in at 6-foot-5 and 240 pounds, Blackshear is a defensive end, selected to play 
in the Under-Armour All-American game in 2015. He missed the second half of his 
senior season because of a knee injury. 
      —Lauren Shirley, News Editor
For the fi rst time in 20 years, the Richland County Library has started weeding out 
irrelevant and damaged books from their shelves, according to WIS-TV. The library 
buys more than 100,000 books per year demanding the need to remove some of their 
stock from the fl oor.
According to the library spokeswoman, Tamara King, some of the books will be 
moved to different areas of the building while the library sees renovations but others 
will be removed entirely from shelving. The books being removed are considered 
damaged, outdated or have not been in circulation for the last four to six years.
The library is working with Better World Books in order to remove them in a 
sustainable and responsible way. The books will not be donated to other organizations 
because of the poor condition that they are in.
      —Lauren Shirley, News Editor
A man was charged in an offi cer-involved shooting that occurred Saturday on I-20 
near Columbia, according to WLTX.
In a statement released by the South Carolina Department of Public Safety, it was 
stated that a SC Highway Patrol Trooper pulled Chance Etheredge’s car over and began 
to administer a fi eld sobriety test to the suspect. When the trooper attempted to put 
the man under arrest for DUI, Etheredge resisted and struggled. The suspect began 
walking back to his car and the trooper used his taser in an attempted to stop him. It 
was, however, ineffective.
Etheredge got back to his car and produced a handgun as he exited the vehicle. 
The trooper drew his own weapon and fired at the suspect, according to the 
report. Etheredge is charged with unlawful carrying of a pistol, resisting arrest, 
DUI, possession of marijuana and an ABC violation. The trooper was placed on 
administrative duty and SLED has taken over the investigation.
      —Lauren Shirley, News Editor
Richland County Library weeds out 
damaged books
Man charged after resisting arrest
Gamecock football signee arrested
CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let us know about it.
Email editor@dailygamecock.com and we will print the correction in our next issue.
surrounded around a central theme.
“When I was in high school, I 
discovered the MIT Mystery Hunt, 
which is the premier puzzle hunt in the 
world,” he said. “After browsing and 
seeing what amazing things could be 
done with puzzles, I was determined to 
start a tradition at USC.”
K ing had t he oppor t u n it y to 
participate in the MIT Mystery Hunt 
in 2015 and won with his team, giving 
them the opportunity to help write the 
puzzles for the 2016 competition.
“I have been fascinated with puzzles 
my entire life and now it comes full 
circle,” King said. “I started with a 
book of crosswords when I was 7, and 
now I write a new crossword each week 
for my blog.”
King f inds that the best things 
about the competition are knowing 
that people are out there working on 
puzzles that he put together as well 
as allowing him the opportunity to 
meet others who share in his ‘puzzling’ 
passion.
The puzzles in this year’s hunt will 
fall under various categories identifi ed 
as both “convent ional and non-
conventional” by the Puzzle Hunt’s 
website. They will not only encompass 
traditional puzzles, but some that are 
more involved and thus require a wider 
berth of knowledge.
“The puzzles themselves come in all 
shapes and sizes,” King said. “While 
some puzzles might come in the form 
of a word search or crossword, many 
times you have to figure out what is 
the solving mechanism.” 
Although this is King’s fi nal year at 
USC, he hopes that the tradition he 
began four years ago will continue to 
persist. 
“The Puzzle Hunt has been a 
highlight each year I’ve been at USC, 
and I look forward to this year’s Hunt 
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It ’s not common to “Game of 
Thrones” cosplay at a rave, but 
on Thursday at Social bar, it was 
completely acceptable.
Kristian Nairn, most popularly 
known as Hodor from the HBO series 
“Game of Thrones,” took over Social 
Bar in the Vista Thursday night and 
kept the party going until 2 a.m. 
Ever wondered what’s on Hodor’s 
iPod? 
N a i r n ’ s  f i r s t  o p e n e r , 
LiDDLEUGLEEZ, took the stage 
at 10 p.m. and had the bar completely 
packed by 11 p.m. Around 11:30 p.m., 
Danny B started to get the crowd 
hyped for the main act — Hodor 
himself.
Danny B asked the crowd: “How’s 
the crowd feelin’ tonight?” 
“Hodor! Hodor!” 
At 12:30 a.m. Kristian Nairn was 
escorted to the stage, and it was clear 
he was having just as much fun as 
everyone else in the room as he took a 
video of the crowd with his cellphone. 
“This is my fi rst time in Columbia,” 
he said into the microphone. “But this 
is f---ing awesome!”
Accord ing to  Na i r n ,  col lege 
students are the best crowds to DJ for, 
and that’s exactly what brought him 
to Columbia on Thursday.
“There are so many amazing little 
college towns and some of them get 
overlooked a lot,” Nairn said. “College 
crowds are my favorite crowds, in the 
U.K. and the U.S. They’re always 
so full of energy … Everybody’s just 
together, having a good time.”
And they were, indeed, having a 
good time — maybe even a little too 
much fun.
The crowd was incredibly diverse 
at Social on Thursday — it’s not 
everyday that you find cosplayers 
dancing along side ravers. With some 
fans wearing fur capes and other 
“Game of Thrones” inspired dress, 
there were just as many wearing 
classic rave wear: light up gloves, neon 
shirts, frayed shorts, etc. It looked like 
something off of an HBO back lot. A 
White Walker could have twerked 
his way through the crowd and no 
one would have batted an eye or, as it 
were, drawn a sword.
Let’s not forget the guys that 
spent the night in a Native American 
headdress and glowing polar bear 
hats.
Throughout the hour and a half 
that Nairn mixed tunes on stage, he 
played a lot of his original songs to a 
personalized light show. As you might 
expect, he even remixed the “Game 
of Thrones” theme, and the crowd 
went wild. Someone in the balcony 
shouted, “King of the North!” and 
cheers erupted. 
With cosplayers, rave-enthusiasts, 
closeted Game of Thrones die-hards, 
one 6-foot-10 DJ and some guy with 
a handlebar mustache — there’s 
nothing quite like it in all the Seven 
Kingdoms.
SC Pride’s Sweetheart Gala last 
Sat urday had a formidable and 
upbeat crowd throughout the entire 
night. Jeff March, the president of 
SC Pride, was excited that the event 
was scheduled to last until 2 a.m. for 
the fi rst time in the Gala’s history. 
“It’s more youth-oriented,” said 
March. “More of the prom dance 
type of thing.”
The evening featured Derrick 
Barry, a contestant from the third 
season of “America’s Got Talent!” 
per form ing as  Br it ney Spears . 
Attendees dressed to impress and 
spent the night dancing, laughing 
and having an overall good time. 
Announced at the Gala were the 
dates of this year’s upcoming SC 
Pride events – they’re expect ing 
to participate in the St. Patrick’s 
Day parade and festival, as they do 
every year, equipped with a fl oat and 
countless volunteers. And since June 
is the offi cial Pride Month, they’re 
hoping to organize some kind of 
event to celebrate then, too. 
With the President’s Ball coming 
up in August, a pageant in September 
and the Pride festival in October, 
there is a lot to look forward to 
in the LGBT Pride community. 
Enter ta iners and host s such as 
Bianca Del Rio, Phoenix, and Lonnie 
Gordon will be gracing the stages 
with comedy, drag and dance.
Not everyone who part icipates 
in SC Pride is gay — anyone in the 
community can attend and support 
their events. 
“We’re a straight couple that’s very 
active in the gay community,” said 
Joanna Zaleski, an attendee at the 
gala. “I’ve always loved drag queens, 
and that kind of brought me in. The 
drag scene here is pretty amazing. 
[My boyfriend] had never been to 
them until he started dating me, and 
now we’re both very active in it.” 
“I feel l ike it ’s r idiculous that 
everyone isn’t given equal rights at 
this point,” said Zaleski’s boyfriend, 
Ryan Marcella. “I think it’s pretty 
obvious that that should be a given. 
It struck me as wonderful that when 
I went to Pride, that it was not only 
in view of the Statehouse, but it was 
right in front of it. Although it’s 
horrible that equality isn’t there yet, 
it’s nice to see that it’s so close.”
The couple attends as many Pride 
events as they can, emphasizing the 
idea that the community is accepting 
of all types of people. There is a lot 
of anticipation for the upcoming 
events and pr ide about how far 
they’ve come.
“I like watching what’s happened 
over the few years,” March said. “We 
had 30,000 people at the fest ival 
last year. That’s a huge statement, 
politically. The marriage equality 
thing is exciting, so we’re going to 
take our power and see where it 
goes.”
The Pride festival, which takes 
place in October, is the second most 
attended one-day festival in the state. 
March has hopes to make it number 
one. 
“I think we can do it,” he said, “and 
that will be one hell of a statement.”
“Sometimes South Carolina isn’t 
the most accepting of places,” Zaleski 
added. “Starting to go to these events 
has sort of changed who I am, and it 
makes me more open. I think it’s fun. 
It makes me proud to be from South 
Carolina.”
Courtesy of Brian Almond 
People of all ages and sexualities attended Saturday’s Sweetheart Gala, dressed to impress, danced the night away and supported South Carolina’s LGBT Pride Movement.
Kylie Tokar
@KYLIE_TOKES
SC Pride hosts Valentine’s Day bash
Hanah Cleaveland / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Game of Thrones star, Kristian Nairn, came to Social bar on Thursday, entertaining both Columbia’s ravers and fans of the show. 
Erika Ryan and Lois Carlisle 
@TDG_ARTS
Hodor plays jams for energetic crowd
For the fi rst time in a number of years, 
every person running for next year’s 
student body executive positions — 
including president, vice president and 
treasurer — is male.
No one needs to point out that politics 
has always been a field dominated by 
men; particularly by middle-aged to 
elderly white guys in badly-pressed 
suits. From national politics all the way 
on down, that’s the narrative that is 
understood and accepted as “normal.”
But in a school where 54 percent of the 
student body is made up of women, 
the absence of a single woman on any 
executive ticket should come as at least 
some surprise, if not shock.
To explain why this might be the 
case, Student Body President Lindsay 
Richardson said that “change is not 
something that happens overnight,” and 
noted further that women’s participation 
in student Senate, cabinet and freshman 
council have increased. 
The salient question here is how to 
make the candidates for SG offi ce more 
representative of the student body.
The answer, we believe, cannot be found 
in quotas. If those women who consider 
running for executive offi ce choose not 
to, then encouraging them to run for 
the sake of mere appearances is neither 
desirable nor possible.
What is necessary now is to create an 
atmosphere in which everyone involved 
feels that attaining an executive offi ce is 
within their reach.
Only then will the kinds of personalities 
reminiscent of strong women leaders 
have a more reliable place at the table.
How to go about creating this inclusive 
atmosphere is somewhat harder to pin 
down.
Current student leaders, like Venisha 
Penderg r a s s ,  R ache l  Scol a  a nd 
Richardson herself, would do well to 
share their experiences with this younger 
generation of aspiring women leaders. 
The experiences they gathered in 
at ta in ing their current posit ions 
would be invaluable to any freshman 
intimidated by the prospect of being 
a woman going into SG or any other 
student organization.
But the responsibility to create an SG 
environment that welcomes everyone 
cannot end with women student leaders.
We bel ieve that there must be a 
conscious effort on the part of every 
member of SG to promote the fact that 
anyone with enough drive and talent has 
a chance for executive offi ce.
A truly representative fi eld of candidates 
must represent the breadth and variety 
of the student body, and that goal will 
continue to elude us unless something 
fundamental changes in how women 
function in SG.
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not be published until the writer 
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for clarity, style and grammar.
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All executive candidates for 
SG offices are male.
OUR STANCE 
To be fully representative, 
more women need to run.
SG candidate field needs more women
“For the fi rst time in a 
number of years, every 
person running for 
student body executive 
positions . . . is male.”
With the second semester being in full swing, 
the regular routine of classes and studying has 
begun.
That means several things; you have finally 
gotten your routine down for the next few 
months, you have already decided which class 
you aren’t going to attend every week and some 
stress might be returning.
It’s hard to believe that this school year is almost 
three-fourths of the way fi nished. Spring break 
will soon be upon us, and a week of relaxing and 
not worrying about school couldn’t come soon 
enough.
This lethargic school year can and will be 
conquered.
Now is the time where we students have to stay 
on top of our game. Sometimes slacking off just 
a little bit is what will make or break you.
Do little things every day that will help you stay 
on top of your game. There are defi nitely times 
when it’s okay to say no.
If you have a big test on a Friday at 8:30 but get 
an invite to tag along in a Thirsty Thursday 
adventure, it ’s up to you to decide what’s 
important.
Next week is always a possibility. Trust me, I 
know the fear of missing out is something we all 
have, but there are always going to be sacrifi ces.
Remember to f inish the assignments you’re 
given. Deadlines always seem far away during 
syllabus week, but they approach quicker than 
you may think.
Procrastinators always say they do their best 
work while under pressure, but some people 
aren’t like that. If you need to, do a little bit of 
work ahead of time.
Making a major assignment into several minor 
ones reduces the shock value of a project that’s 
worth half your grade.
College can’t be all work and no play. Taking 
time to relax is one of the best things about 
getting something accomplished. Take time 
to yourself or get yourself a little something 
special for staying on top of your school work. 
Receiving a good grade doesn’t have to be the 
only reward you get.
Whatever you do, just remember that it’s too late 
to give up. What works for one person may not 
work for you. Find your groove and go with it.
Friendly reminder, there are only seven weeks 
left of the school year. If that doesn’t motivate 
you to push through your classes, spring break is 
only three weeks away.
The end is too close and throwing in the towel 
isn’t an option.
The decision for SC State to take 
a break from higher education is 
not based on racism, prejudice or 
cultural intolerance. 
It is the fact that SC State has 
failed their students l iterally 
by only about 1 out of every 10 
students that walks into SC State 
comes out a graduate. No one 
knows who is to blame for this. 
Some say  it ’s  t he  adm it ted 
st udent s low SAT scores in 
comparison to the state average 
that gives the lecturers nothing to 
work with. 
Some say it is a lack of resolve 
from the students to complete 
their degree. 
Others say it’s the neglect of 
the professors who are looking 
for a paycheck rather than the 
intellectual progression of the 
student. 
It probably is a combinat ion 
of these things, and while this 
is going on the finances of the 
school are in as much disarray as 
near-bankrupt Chicago. 
Oops! That’s where the current 
president of SC State is a former 
budget director of as well as the 
city that Forbes magazine said is 
going to be the next major city 
bankrupt after Detroit. Way to go 
SC State! 
Back on topic, SC State is not just 
in a fi nancial defi cit. They are in 
a academic and ethical one too. 
Taking loans that they know they 
cannot pay back is unscrupulous 
and admitting students that don’t 
finish just to continue getting 
income for the university is unfair. 
Then, to claim it’s a racially-
i n f u s e d  r e a s o n  w h y  m a n y 
legislators want to let SC State 
shut  dow n for  t wo years  i s 
preposterous. SC State needs 
to make those tough choices to 
reduce costs that families and 
small businesses make every day 
if they want to stay open. 
There have been numerous black 
organizations that have had to 
make cuts or close operations 
for awhile to get back on their 
feet, ranging from my fraternity, 
Kappa Alpha Psi, to the NAACP. 
So, SC State shouldn’t take it the 
wrong way. Restoring trust back 
to the SC State family which are 
the students, alumni, friends and 
faculty is what counts the most. 
Without HBCUs like SC State, 
t here  wou ld  be  a  d i f ferent 
cultural tone in America and 
much of Black History would 
have never happened. I think that 
each college should have a high 
level of autonomy to craft their 
organization the way they desire 
without strings attached. 
To do this the state needs to give 
state colleges and universities 
more independence from state 
obligations. I would ask that Gov. 
Nikki Haley suggest each living 
alumni and friend of each state 
college give $100 per year to their 
college’s endowment. 
This would greatly reduce the 
amount of funding needed from 
the state and give each school the 
liberty to be the school they want 
to be. 
Large, medium and small state 
colleges could reap the benefits 
certainly. SC State has at least 
50,000 living alumni who are 
either retired or working towards 
that. This alone would generate 
at least $5 million a year for the 
college. 
Being able to stand on their own as 
a college will help the institution 
grow into the prestigious place 
that we all know SC State can be 
along with other state schools.
For quite some time, the moral 
leaders of the world have been the 
vocal, dissident left.
It was Yiddish-speaking socialists 
w h o  p r o t e s t e d  A m e r i c a ’s 
involvement in the meaningless 
imperialist slaughter of World 
War I (and were subsequently 
jailed by the U.S. government for 
saying so).
It was the fol lowers of Rosa 
Luxembourg, a socialist martyr 
k i l led just af ter the Russian 
Revolution, who knew that, in her 
words: “Freedom is always and 
exclusively freedom for the one 
who thinks differently.” 
It was the left that spawned the 
greatest moral th inkers and 
writers produced in that century 
from George Orwell to Hannah 
Arendt to Frantz Fanon. 
These men and women, more 
than anyone else, are the moral 
tutors of our burgeoning century.
So, the only question we must 
a sk now is:  how d id such a 
proud tradit ion 
of  i ntel lec t ua l 
seriousness reach 
its current sorry 
state?
The people who 
have taken on the 
mantle of the left 
have abandoned 
t he  sea rch for 
the truth in any 
g iven situat ion 
and have given 
into the gut-level 
thinking that once characterized 
the reactionary right.
The most relevant example: it is 
now almost universally accepted 
by leftist thinkers that the U.S. 
is responsible for the atrocities in 
almost every other country in the 
world, period.
Everything can be traced back 
to the western world, even the 
actions of other nations, non-
governmental organizations and 
individuals.
(This is no straw-man argument. 
If you’re interested, the New 
York Times’ comment section 
is the best place to look for the 
particular kind of mental atrophy.) 
It is a sad situation, but it is also 
an ironic one. In attributing every 
evil action in the world to the 
U.S., this mewling bastard-child 
of the liberal tradition robs every 
non-western nat ion or group 
of responsibility for their own 
actions.
It is a type of liberal imperialism. 
This way of thinking reduces 
the rest of the world to a series 
of whiny children who are mad 
whenever we meddle in their 
designated playpen.
“Of course,” the underly ing, 
secret thought runs, “religious 
extremists would attack us for 
trying to protect the freedom to 
satire their religion. They are 
simple creatures that are driven 
by desperation and fury and don’t 
know any better. For this reason, 
it’s our fault if we get attacked by 
them.”
Blaming the U.S. for every evil 
is, in effect, another method of 
saying that only the U.S. has a 
responsibility in the world, and 
that everyone else is a cardboard 
cutout of human beings.
Of course, colonialism and racism 
on the right side of the isle will 
always exist and the U.S. has 
committed more atrocities in the 
past hundred years than we could 
conceivably count.
But the reason we know so much 
about racism and imperialism, 
and of their inherent nature, is 
because they were chronicled and 
discussed by people like Orwell, 
whose first commitment was to 
the truth above all.
And if those of today’s left can’t 
find such a truth in the events 
happening around us, it will not 
be because truth no longer exists, 
but because they have no need of 






Modern liberal thinking eats itself
With year 
nearly over, 
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HOUSING
FOR RENT: 4BR, 2BA 
HOUSE, 
NEAR USC/VISTA





Preschool assistants and 
substitutes
Eastminster Day School 
@ 3200 Trenholm Road, 
Columbia,is now accepting 
applications for part-time 
teachers & substitutes-









Fast paced Downtown 
Columbia Medical 
practice is interviewing 
for candidates graduating 
in May and planning to 
attend medical school.  
Gain valuable clinical 
experience while applying 
to medical school.  The 
ideal candidate will have 
a 3.6 and higher GPA, 
graduate in May 2015, 
superior work ethic and 
high energy.  On the job 
training while being paid. 
This job is full time.  One 
year commitment required.







$189 for 5 Days. All 
prices include: Round-
trip luxury party cruise. 
Accommodations on the 
island at your choice of 









10 Like the Sahara
14 Last new Olds
15 Alike, in Lourdes
16 Madcap





23 Candy in a
wrapper
24 WSW’s opposite





34 Tool for a
lumberjack
36 Cultivate the soil
37 Car pedal




41 Town near the tip
of Cape Cod
42 To the point
45 Notes after mis




53 __ Beta Kappa
56 Burnout cause











































27 Cheese city in
northeast Italy




29 Like a newborn
30 Relative worth





37 Puts money (on)
38 Songwriter
Jacques
40 Wears at the
edges






48 Prefi x with sphere
49 Guitar ridge
50 Volcanic output

























Need legal advice? Meet with an attorney for a FREE consultation
Current USC students can schedule appointments on Monday, 





University of South Carolina Student Life
•Landlord-Tenant 
•Housing  
•Consumer Protection  
•Probate Law  
•Domestic Relations 
•Employment Law
This service is provided in partnership with South Carolina Legal Services and funded through the Campus Activity Fee.
LEFT OF THE DIAL
RIGHT IN YOUR EAR 
Aries 
All signals are go. A lucky 
career break blossoms. 
Inspirat ion comes in 
a  dream. Stash away 
something precious, and 
get moving. This is not 
the time to procrastinate. 
Ca n  you  work  f rom 
home? Hop on it.
Taurus
S t r e n g t h e n  y o u r 
infrastructure to prepare 
your team for a journey. 
Rev iew the rules and 
pack ing l ist . Grab an 
opportunity before it gets 
away. You feel refreshed. 
Travels and educational 
exploration gets farther 
than expected.
Gemini
Discipl ined at tent ion 
to f inances, insurance 
and long-term budget 
planning pays off well. 
Follow through on what 
you said. Invest in your 
business. Collaborate 
to  g row you r f am i ly 
for t u ne s .  A n  ex per t 
inspires you. Share what 
you’re learning.
Cancer
Assume responsibility and 
accept assistance from 
your partner. Repay the 
favor later. Make plans for 
a trip. A distant contact 
leads to new prof it s . 
Passion and romance 
enter the scene. Arrange 
the necessary funds.
Leo 
S q u a b b l i n g  d o e s n ’t 
accomplish any thing. 
Avoid it and direct all that 
energy to productivity 
for fi ne results. Take big 
ground at work. Fight for 
what you believe in. Move 
quickly to cinch a deal. 
Celebrate with something 
bubbly.
Virgo 
A golden opportunity 
develops to take advantage 
of your talents. Practice 
something you love. A 
partner gives you a shove 
in the right direction. 
Anxiety and excitement 
feel similar. Call it a thrill, 
and keep moving.
Libra 
Major productivity on a 
home project holds your 
attention. Work faster and 
save money. Follow your 
plans, with deviations to 
resolve new questions. 
Discuss your f indings 
as you go along. Make 
quick decisions. Enjoy the 
results.
Scorpio 
Your word carries farther 
with less effort today. Blog 
or tweet for a cause. Get 
involved in a discussion 
you really care about and 
contribute. Compromise 
w i t h  s o m e o n e  y o u 
disagree with. Join forces 
with someone practical 
and inspiring.
Sagittarius 
Ta k e  q u i c k  a c t io n 
and prof it . Let your 
consc ience  be  you r 
guide. Throw money 
at a problem, if it keeps 
production online. Full 
speed ahead. Talk with 
your banker. Pay bills. 
Reap a bundle f rom 
speedy service.
Capricorn 
Shine like a star. Bring 
home a nice benef it. 
Get your body into 
motion. Dance, hike, 
s k ip ,  s u r f ,  r ide  o r 
run. You’re growing 
stronger, and it feels 
good. A new style or 
cut suits you.
Aquarius 
Peace and quiet soothe 
your nerves. Lay low 
and take it easy as your 
thoughts race. Handle 
what’s most important, 
and reschedule the rest. 
Keep asking questions, 
without getting stuck 
o n  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r 
answer. All ends well.
Pisces 
Ta ke  t he  le ad  i n  a 
group project. Share 
your plan, and show the 
team your appreciation. 
Together, you can take 
on the world. Firm up a 
bond between kindred 
spirits. Celebrate and 
let loose.
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made me feel a lot better at the 
plate,” Destino said. 
De s t i no  wa sn’t  t he  on ly 
Gamecock to have a good day 
offensively. Eight different South 
Carolina players recorded at 
least one hit on Saturday and the 
Gamecocks had 20 hits between 
the two games.
On t he  ot her  end of  t he 
spect rum, Sout h Carol ina’s 
pitching and defense was equally 
as impressive at times during the 
series.
Making his season debut in game 
one of Saturday’s doubleheader, 
South Carolina sophomore pitcher 
Wil Crowe puzzled College of 
Charleston hitters while earning 
the admiration of his coach.
Surrendering just one earned 
run in 6.1 innings of work, Crowe 
struck out a career-high 10 batters 
in what Holbrook referred to as a 
“Friday night performance.” 
“ H e  h a d  s o m e  g r e a t 
performances last year, don’t get 
me wrong, but there was presence 
about him today,” Holbrook said. 
“An air, so to speak.”
Crowe said that he just wanted to 
set the tone after the Gamecocks’ 
season opening loss.
“I wanted to come out and try 
to light some fi re into the guys and 
show them that it’s a big day and a 
good day to play,” Crowe said.
The Gamecocks’ relief pitchers 
also made a statement throughout 
the weekend. Although a little 
short on experience and depth, the 
South Carolina bullpen gave up 
only two runs in 10 innings over 
the course of the series.
In game two of Saturday’s 
double header, freshman pitcher 
Brandon Murray picked up the win 
after getting out of a bases-loaded 
jam in the sixth inning. 
Sophomore pitcher Taylor 
Widener also looked impressive, 
recording the fi nal eight outs of the 
game, six of which were strikeouts, 
tying a career-high.
Holbrook was happy that his 
team was able to grab a series 
win against a ball club as talented 
as College of Charleston. The 
Cougars advanced to a Super 
Regional in the 2014 NCA A 
tournament and are thought of as 
the team to beat in the Colonial 
Athletic Association.
“Hopefully by the end of the 
year, we’ll look back at this series 
and think it was a key series for us,” 
Holbrook said. “I think College 
of Charleston is a heck of a team, 
and they are going to win 40-plus 
games this season and win their 
league again.”
South Carol ina returns to 
Carolina Stadium on Tuesday 
against Furman at 4 p.m. 
Holbrook hopes that his players 
can continue to think of the team 
above themselves, like they did 
Saturday.
“We kind of got lost in the games 
a little bit today, both emotionally 
and weren’t worrying so much 
about ourselves; we were wrapped 
up about the team,” Holbrook said. 
“When you do that you have the 
chance to play the way you are 
capable of playing.”
Any hopes of South Carolina somehow 
knocking off No. 1 Kentucky in Rupp 
Arena Saturday afternoon were quickly 
forgotten as the Wildcats pounded 
South Carolina 77-43.
The Gamecocks (12-12, 3-9 SEC) were 
held to just two points in the fi rst six 
minutes of play, allowing Kentucky 
to jump out to a 12-2 lead during the 
dry spell. South Carolina missed eight 
straight shots during that span.
South Carolina made only five field 
goals in the first half, finishing the 
period with an abysmal 20.8 percent 
(5-24) fi eld goal percentage. 
Sophomore guard Sindarius Thornwell 
led the Gamecocks with 20 points, 
doing most of his damage through free 
throws. Thornwell sank nine of 11 
attempts from the line. 
The next highest scorer Saturday 
af ternoon was sophomore g uard 
Duane Notice, who notched six points.
South Carolina f inished the game 
shooting 23.6 percent from the fi eld, 
its second-worst figure in its last 15 
seasons. 
The only worse performance came 
in January against Kentucky when 
the Gamecocks managed only 22.6 
percent.
Kentucky (25-0, 12-0 SEC) used its size 
to dominate South Carolina inside and 
on the glass, pulling down 45 rebounds 
compared to the Gamecocks’ 21. The 
Wildcats also had 18 more points in 
the paint than South Carolina did. 
Kentucky’s 25-0 start to the season ties 
the 1953-54 Wildcats for the best start 
in program history. One more win by 
the Wildcats would set a new program 
record for best start to the season. 
Freshman guard Marcus Stroman did 
not suit up for the second straight 
game due to a throat infection. 
The team welcomed back sophomore 
guard Justin McKie after missing fi ve 
games because of a concussion. McKie 
played fi ve minutes, drawing a personal 
foul and collecting one rebound.
Overall, there have only been three 
Sout heastern Conference games 
this season in which a team has shot 
less than 25 percent. All three have 
involved South Carolina in some way. 
The Gamecocks’ offense shot 22.6 
percent and 23.6 percent in its two 
games against Kentucky, but their 
defense held Georgia to 22 percent in 
January.
South Carolina travels to Georgia 
Tuesday. 
When playing No. 1 South 
Carolina, the last thing a 
team wants to do is to allow 
junior Gamecock shooting 
g ua rd Ti f f a ny M itchel l 
to get into her zone early, 
offensively or defensively for 
that matter. 
The reigning SEC player 
of  t he  yea r  in  2014 d id 
just that, however, scoring 
nine points just over four 
m i nu t e s  i n t o  Su nd a y ’s 
contest against Vanderbilt 
before finishing with 20 as 
No. 1 South Carolina (24-1, 
12-0 SEC) knocked off the 
Commodores 89-59. The 
win was South Carolina’s 
twelfth in SEC play, marking 
the second year in-a-row the 
Gamecocks reached that 
milestone. 
Also active on the defensive 
end of the court, Mitchell 
came up with four steals. 
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  h e a d 
coach Daw n St a ley  was 
very pleased with not only 
Mitchell’s offensive game, 
but with the job she did 
when defending as well. 
“She’s done a terrif ic job 
of taking the challenge of 
play ing our opponent ’s’ 
be s t  per i meter  p l ayer,” 
Staley said. “She’s done a 
tremendous job.” 
As deep as South Carolina’s 
offense is with its array of 
scoring threats, Mitchell’s 
consistent ef f ic ienc y on 
t he  of fens ive  f ront  c a n 
somet imes be forgot ten. 
That wasn’t the case against 
Vanderbilt. 
W h e t h e r  i t  b e  b e h i n d 
t he t hree-point  l ine ,  in 
transition or off the dribble, 
Mitchell made her mark. 
Connecting on 66.6 percent 
of her shots, Mitchell led 
South Carolina in scoring 
for  t he  tent h  t i me t h i s 
season and has now scored 
in double-digits in 21 out of 
25 games.
Despite Mitchell’s hot start, 
Vanderbilt stuck around for 
most of the fi rst half thanks 
to good shooting of its own. 
As a team, Vanderbilt made 
46 percent of its shots over 
the fi rst 20 minutes and were 
led in scoring by redshirt 
freshman guard Rebekah 
Dahlman, who scored 13 
points total.  
B u t  l i k e  t h e y ’ v e  d o n e 
several t imes this season, 
the Gamecocks ended the 
fi rst half on a monster run, 
outscoring the Commodores 
31-12 in the fi nal 11:30 of the 
fi rst half. 
18 of those 31 points came 
from South Carolina bench 
players and the Gamecock 
r e s e r v e s  o u t s c o r e d 
Vanderbilt’s subs 51-24. 
When the South Carolina 
starting five went through 
a bit of a lull on offense at 
the start of the second half, 
St a ley made a  complete 
l ine change,  subbing in 
f ive  bench players .  Led 
by freshman forward A’ja 
Wilson, that group answered 
the call immediately. 
As an opposing head coach, 
Va n d e r b i l t ’ s  M e l a n i e 
B a l c o m b  k n o w s  h o w 
dangerous the Gamecocks’ 
depth is. 
“[Staley’s] best fi ve come off 
the bench, pretty much,” 
Balcomb said. “When you 
see them going to the table, 
and she’s mad at the fi rst fi ve, 
you’re in trouble.” 
W i l s o n  b a c k e d  u p  a 
26-point performance in 
her last outing against LSU 
wit h anot her more t han 
satisfactory stat line Sunday, 
turning in 20 points, half of 
which came from the free 
throw line. 
W hi le the Commodores 
were able to do a solid job 
on offense in the first half, 
Vanderbi lt  just  cou ldn’t 
keep pace with a Gamecock 
of fense that put up more 
than 80 points for the 11th 
time this season. 
Sout h  Ca rol i n a  coa xed 
Vanderbilt into committing 
22 t urnovers ,  which the 
Gamecocks scored 29 points 
off of. South Carolina’s post 
presence was once again a 
factor with the Gamecocks 
o u t - r e b o u n d i n g  t h e 
Commodores 43-23. South 
Carolina sophomore Alaina 
Coates made six of her nine 
shot attempts and scored 14 
points. 
Mov i ng for ward,  Sout h 
Carolina faces Arkansas on 
Thursday before finishing 
the regular season out with 
three straight games against 
ranked opponents, including 
a showdown versus No. 6 
Tennessee on Feb. 23.
Mitchel l th inks that the 
Gamecocks are progressing 
and bettering themselves as 
the postseason approaches.
“Each game we’re getting 
better and that’s what we’re 
going for,” Mitchell said. 
“It’s pretty hard to play a 
per fec t  game,  but  we’re 
going to try.” 
Like many teams do once 
a season, South Carolina 
wore pink uniforms in its 
“Play 4Kay” game to support 
breast cancer awareness in 
honor of former NC State 
head coach Kay Yow, who 
passed away in 2009 after her 
fi ght with breast cancer. 
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Freshman Alex Destino hit his fi rst 
career home run over the weekend.
Jeff rey Davis/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
South Carolina junior guard Sindarius 
Thornwell led the Gamecocks with 20 points 
in their 77-43 loss at Kentucky on Saturday.
Gamecocks cruise past ‘Dores
Sarah Stone/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
South Carolina junior shooting guard Tiffany Mitchell scored 20 points in an 89-59 win over Vanderbilt.
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South Carolina 
struggles at Kentucky
